
National Merit Scholarship Program 

 

We are happy to announce that we have three seniors who have received entry into the 

National Merit Scholarship Program.  Seniors  Abby DeArmitt, Emily Shouse, and 

Christian Talbert all qualified for the program.  The National Merit Scholarship 

Program is one of the most prestigious academic competitions for recognition and 

scholarships that began in 1955. High school students enter the National Merit 

Program by taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 

Test (PSAT), which serves as an initial screen of approximately 1.6 million entrants 

each year.    

These three FCHS students have qualified for the initial stage which places them in the 

final 50,000 students across the country.  Information will come out in September 

naming those who move on to the second phase in the process when it narrowed to 

16,000.   Eventually, the list will be cut to 7,500 scholarships given out across the 

country.  Congratulations and good luck to Abby, Emily (Mimi), and Christian! 

Upcoming Building Dates 

Junior Class Meeting  Aug. 21   COACH 

College & Career Fair  Aug. 27   5:30-7:30 pm 

Event Date Time 

Varsity Football   (Scrimmage) Aug. 16  7:00pm 

Volleyball Aug. 20 5:30pm 

Boys Soccer Aug. 20 5:30pm 

Boys Tennis Aug. 21 5:00pm 

Girls Soccer Aug. 21 5:30pm 

Girls Golf Aug. 22 4:30pm 

Boys Soccer Aug. 22 5:30pm 

Varsity Football Aug. 23 7:00pm 

Boys Tennis Aug. 24 9:30am 

9th Football Aug. 24 10:00am 



 

 

Band 
 

It was a busy week for the band program as we kicked off the school year.  

Franklin students Alex Bordenkecher, Delana Brown, Brooklyn 

Burdine, Stormie Edwards, Luke Foraker, Morgan Harvey, 

Emma Hogue, Cole Hufford, Alyvia Kightlinger, Mallory Luse, 

Gavin McKay, Garrett Meehan, Alaina Miller, Derrik Muth, 

Ashton Salman, Jaynie Salyers, Madi Stillabower, Chloe Thaine, 

and Caleb Wilson were selected and performed this past Saturday with 

the 2019 Drum Corps International INpact Band!   DCI INpact Band 

alumni members Darin Gravett and Zac Harris were in attendance to 

assist with the INpact Band mentoring program. 

 

Franklin was also fortunate to host the Santa Clara Vanguard Drum and 

Bugle Corps from Santa Clara, California this week as they prepared for 

the world championships.  You may have seen them on campus as they 

prepared for competition.  Santa Clara was the 2018 World Class 

Champion and a Bronze Medalist World Class Finalist this year. Thank you 

for helping us make this experience possible! 

 

Senior Tahlia Velasquez toured this summer with the Legends Drum 

and Bugle Corps who were Open Class Championship silver medalists and 

World Class Championship Semi-Finalists.   Congratulations to Tahlia on 

this accomplishment. 

 



 

 

 

Science 
Principles of Biomedical Science students started investigating the mysterious death of Anna Garcia by 

analyzing the crime scene found in the senior lounge!  

 

In Chemistry, we started the year with a bang by lighting a hydrogen balloon 

resulting a nice loud boom and a fireball.  Unfortunately, I did not get a picture of 

it.    

ACP Chemistry and Chemistry 1 students familiarized themselves with lab 

equipment in a selfie scavenger hunt.  Here we see stirring rods being used as 

Wolverine claws and a Bunsen burner held up like the Statue of 

Liberty 

 

In AP  Physics we are starting the ball rolling (or should I say bouncing) by looking at the 

mathematical relationship between the height from which a golf ball is dropped and its rebound 

height. Students made a graph showing the relationship. They then tested their graph  by 

predicting the height they would need to drop a ball in order to 

reach a specific height that was assigned to them. This is the 

beginning of our discussion of laboratory procedures and sources 

of error.  

 

Human Body Systems students reviewed science skills from 

last year, like properly using a micropipette, by following a 

protocol and creating fun designs.  

 

ACP Chemistry 1 Honors and Chemistry 1 students are 

dyeing their goggles for the year. 

 



SPOTLIGHT 

Ms. Collier:  Math 

Tell us a little about you. 

I grew up in Martinsville and graduated from Martinsville High School in 2015. I attended Franklin 
College where I was a cheerleader and a member of Zeta Tau Alpha for 4 years. I graduated in 2019 with a 
degree in Secondary Math Education and Pure Mathematics. I was the JV cheer coach at Martinsville High 
School last year and I am currently coaching cheerleading at Franklin Community Middle School.  
 

What are your hobbies? 

 Coaching cheerleading/gymnastics.  
  

What is one fun thing people probably do not know about you? 

 I have 7 siblings and my youngest 3 siblings are adopted from foreign countries. Two are from Kazakhstan 
and one is from Mongolia.  
  

 Who was your favorite teacher and why? 

My favorite teacher was my high school AP Statistics teacher, Mr. Lund. It was very apparent that he genuinely cared about each and every 
student in his class. He was not only a great Math teacher but he taught all his students much more than just Math!  
 

What has been the most exciting part of starting your first year of teaching? 

The most exciting part of starting my first year of teaching has been getting my own classroom! As well as, working with and getting to know all 
the great teachers in the Math department! 



 

Are you a 21st Century Scholar? If the answer is yes, keep reading!  
Students who are in the 21st Century Scholar program must complete 12 requirements through the 
Scholar Success Program by the time they graduate to receive their 21st Century Scholarship. Click here 
to be taken to the ScholarTrack website where you can complete the requirements. See your counselor 
if you have questions or need help creating your ScholarTrack account.  

 

 Waivers are available for the SAT & ACT for students who qualify for free/reduced lunch. See your counselor for one!  

 College & Career Fair will be August 27th from 5:30-7pm in the main commons. Please stop by for an opportunity to 

speak with college reps, local businesses, C9 and more! 

 Junior Meeting - COACH August 21st 

 Counselors will start senior meetings around or after Labor Day 

 Seniors, please create an account through Parchment.com in order to request your transcripts  

 Scholarship available: Elks National Foundation MVP Scholarship   https://www.elks.org/scholars/scholarships/mvs.cfm   

 

Make sure to follow us on Twitter and Instagram: @fchsguidance 

Make sure to follow us on Facebook:  FCHS Counseling Department 

 

 

https://scholars.in.gov/
https://www.elks.org/scholars/scholarships/mvs.cfm


 

 

 

Student attendance is one of the key indicators of success in school.  This may comes as no surprise.  As educators we see it first hand when students 

miss a lot of school, as we struggle to keep them on pace and motivated.  However, have you really looked at the cumulative effect of absences over a 

school career?  Some of the numbers are staggering.  The impact is not only felt within the current school year, but over time it equates to an 

enormous amount of lost education.  It is why we tie so many of our incentives and privileges to attendance.  We see the impact in high school, 

colleges tell us what an indicator it is in completion of programs, and employees are begging for people to hire who show up each day.  So, as this 

school year continues please join us in making attendance a top priority.  Every day counts, and that is the approach we all need to take! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Girls Golf team competed in the highly competitive State Fall Preview last Saturday placing 11th out of 18 teams.   Ellie 

Beavins (78) and Ava Ray (81) led the team.  The team competed again during the week defeating Southport 156-175.  Ava Ray was 

medalist (34) and Liv Parramore followed in second (35).  

 

All other fall sports kick off their competitive seasons this coming week.  Good luck to all teams as they start their season.  Go 

Grizzly Cubs! 

 

Be sure to follow Franklin Athletics this year on Twitter:  @GoGrizzlyCubs 

& your student Blue Crew on Twitter:   @thecrewofblue 


